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Ho-Chunk Canoe Journey Highlights 
Sacred Sites and History in Milwaukee
Kaili Berg

On June 5, members of the Ho-
Chunk Nation arrived by dugout 
canoe at the Milwaukee County 
Parks Riverboat Launch, completing 
a four-day journey along ancestral 
waterways. 

The trip began in Green Bay and 
traveled through Door County before 
ending in Milwaukee, where tribal 
members visited Lake Park to honor 
ancestors buried at one of the city’s 
last remaining Indigenous mounds.

The journey is part of an annual 
tradition that began in 2022, 
blending cultural revitalization with 
public education. Participants have 
previously paddled from Madison to 
Beloit. 

This year, tribal leaders invited 
local officials, UWM researchers, 
and community members to join 
them in the canoe and learn about 
their ties to the land and water.

“The dugout canoe journey is 
more than a trip, it’s a cultural 
reclamation,” said Ho-Chunk 
Nation President Jon Greendeer in 
a statement. “As we paddle these 
waters, we carry the stories of our 
ancestors, reconnect with the land 
and lake, and invite others to learn 

with us.”
The canoe itself was carved by Ho-

Chunk youth from a single cottonwood 
trunk gifted by Dane County in 2018.
In recent years, archaeologists have 
uncovered over 10 ancient canoes in 
Lake Mendota, one dating back 4,500 
years.

While in Milwaukee, tribal leaders 
called attention to the mound in Lake 
Park, which sits near a softball field 
and overlooks Lake Michigan. It’s 
estimated to be around 40 feet wide 
and two feet high and was likely built 

between 300 B.C. and A.D. 400 during 
the Middle Woodland period. 

Once, Milwaukee had thousands of 
these mounds, but most were destroyed 
by development. The mound’s plaque, 
placed in 1910, was recently removed 
because it encouraged visitors to walk 
on the sacred site. 

Now, tribal leaders are working with 
local officials to find a better way to 
protect it.

“We don’t have the jurisdiction 
to protect the mound,” said Bill 
Quackenbush, Ho-Chunk Nation Tribal 

Historic Preservation Officer. “The 
city, county, and historical society do. 
We want to hold them to task.”

Though there’s some academic 
debate over which tribes built the 
mounds, Quackenbush said the 
Ho-Chunk have always considered 
the Milwaukee area part of their 
homeland.

“Ancestrally, we have deep roots to 
this location,” Quackenbush said. “We 
recognize other tribes passed through 
or lived here too, and we don’t deny 
them that connection.”
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Madison Arts Commission Seeks Applicants for 
Teejop Community History Public Art Project

A Message from the President
Honoring Our Heroes, Celebrating Our People

The Madison Arts Commission 
(MAC) is seeking artists to create 
temporary outdoor public art 
installations for the Teejop Community 
History Public Art Project (TCHPAP) 
during the Summer and Fall of 2026.

Selected artists will develop place-
based art that honors and illuminates 
some of the rich cultural relationships 
with Teejop (pronounced day-JOPE), 
an area that now includes Madison. 
Selected artists should be able to craft 
installations designed to withstand 
outdoor elements for a minimum of 
three months.

This project aims to create public art 
that will engage with locations, themes, 
and learning intentions identified by 
a local Ho-Chunk community group. 
The group, facilitated by staff from the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, met 
for many years to carefully consider the 
locations and values included in this 
project.

“In my opinion, this project has 
been guided by a profound sense 
love, respect, and responsibility,” 
Omar Poler, an Indigenous Educator 
Coordinator for UW-Madison, said. 
“It’s a gift to our community that 
encourages us all to learn about 
Indigenous peoples, reflect, and 
mindfully engage with the beautiful 
place we all call home.”

Artists with meaningful connections 
to Teejop and/or Indigenous art are 
encouraged to apply. The selection 
process will prioritize proposals that 
meaningfully engage with the locations, 
themes, and learning intentions 

identified in the call for artists.
“This initiative represents an 

important opportunity to bring together 
artistic expression and historical 
awareness in public places in Madison 
that are important to many Ho-Chunk 
people,” said Nick Pjevach, Chair of 
the Madison Arts Commission. “We’re 
excited to see how artists represent the 
stories and themes identified in this call 
for art.”

Project budgets range from $5,000 
to $10,000, with initial applications 
requiring only an indication of potential 
funding level within this range. 
Detailed budgets will be required only 
for final proposals.

The Request for Qualifications opens 
on June 1, 2025. The initial application 
deadline is July 8, 2025, by 11:59pm. 

The first review by MAC will take 
place June 14, 2025, and selected 
finalists will be notified in August. 
An in-person orientation for finalists 
will be held on August 22, 2025. The 
exhibition period will run from August 
1 to November 1, 2026.

For complete application guidelines, 
theme information, and site locations 
visit the MAC website: https://www.
cityofmadison.com/dpced/planning/
grants-opportunities/3842/

The Teejop Community History 
Public Art Project (TCHPAP), is 
generously supported by a major 
grant from Madison Community 
Foundation’s Year of Giving with 
additional support from the City of 
Madison, Madison Arts Commission, 
and UW-Madison.

Greetings to all,
As we move into the heart of summer, I want to 

take a moment to share some important updates 
and extend my heartfelt appreciation to each and 
every one of you for your continued strength, 
resilience, and unity.

75th Year of Remembrance – Corporal 
Mitchell Redcloud Jr. Day

This year marks a historic and deeply 
meaningful milestone as we commemorate the 
75th Year of Remembrance for Corporal Mitchell 
Redcloud Jr.—a true Ho-Chunk warrior and 
American hero. Cpl. Redcloud gave his life in the 
Korean War and was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his incredible bravery and 
selfless sacrifice. His actions continue to inspire 
not only our Nation, but all who honor courage 
and service.

On June 9, 1999, the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Legislature designated July 4th as Corporal 
Mitchell Redcloud Jr. Day, establishing it as a paid 
holiday in his honor. This year, we are proud to 

launch the inaugural Mitchell Redcloud Jr. Day 
Parade to commemorate this special anniversary.

Please join us for a day of community and 
celebration, including a social dance, games, 
and activities such as Lacrosse, Double Ball, a 
Cornhole Tournament, Tug-of-War Challenge, and 
Three-Legged Races. It is a day to remember, to 
laugh, to connect—and most importantly, to come 
together in the spirit of Cpl. Redcloud’s legacy. I 
extend a sincere thank you to all who are working 
hard to plan and coordinate this meaningful event.

Employee Appreciation Day – July 18, 2025
In recognition of the incredible work and 

perseverance of our Ho-Chunk Nation employees, 
I am pleased to announce our annual Employee 
Appreciation Day, which will be held on Friday, 
July 18, 2025, at Winnebago Park in Tomah, 
Wisconsin.

This day is a small token of gratitude for your 
hard work and dedication. Over the past few years, 
we’ve faced many challenges, but through it all, 
you have remained committed to moving this 

Nation forward. Whether your work is seen or 
unseen, it matters—and it makes a difference.

Our non-gaming employees are especially 
encouraged to attend this fun-filled day of 
celebration. It has been the mission of this 
administration to uplift our workforce, represent 
our Nation with integrity, and build a legacy of 
service and unity. I am incredibly proud of what 
we have accomplished together.

Welcome the Newly Elected Legislative 
Representatives

Lastly, I want to offer warm congratulations to 
our newly elected Legislative Representatives. 
Welcome aboard. We look forward to meeting 
with you at our upcoming Executive Director 
Meeting, where we will continue fostering strong, 
collaborative relationships that support the 
prosperity and wellness of our Nation.

Together, let’s keep walking forward—with 
honor, with hope, and with gratitude.

Mąąšųsga
President Jon Greendeer
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Attention: The Next Deadline of the 
Hoca\k Worak will be June 20th which will be

 published on June 27th. Please contact 
Hoca\k Worak at ext. 11004 if you have a change of 

address or would like to be placed 
on the mailing list.

The Hocak Worak is a periodical published twice monthly by the Ho-Chunk Nation. Editorials and articles appearing
in the Hocak Worak are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or attitude of the
Hocak Worak staff or the Ho-Chunk Nation. 

The Hocak Worak encourages the submission of letters to the Editor. All letters must include the signature, address
and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject to editing for grammar, length, malicious and libelous content.

The Hocak Worak reserves the right to reject any advertising, material, or letters submitted for publication. The
submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos is encouraged. The Editor makes the sole decision of what is
published in the Hocak Worak. The Hocak Worak will not assume any responsibility for unsolicited material. 

Submissions deadlines for the Hocak Worak are by 4:30 PM. We cannot guarantee the publication of submissions
meeting these deadlines if the space is not available.  No part of this publication may be produced without express
written consent from the Editor.

EDITOR .............................. Ardith Van Riper
Administrative Assistant .... Anna Reichenbach
Reporter..............................................Kaili Berg

HOCAK WORAK NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 667, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

• PHONE: (800) 472-3089  
• FAX: (715) 284-7852 

EMAIL: newsletter@ho-chunk.com 
• ONLINE: www.ho-chunknation.com 

www.hocakworak.com
The Hocak Worak 
is a member of: 
Indigenous Journalists
Association

WHEN:
THURSDAY - JUNE 26, 2025

1:30PM - 6:30PM

Change of Address

WHAT:

Request for Information
Enrollment Process
Trust Fund Process
Tribal IDs

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US:
Email:
enrollmentinfo@ho-chunk.com
Phone:
715-284-7824

Cost: 
First Tribal ID & Elders: Free
Tribal ID (expired & duplicates): Free (fee currently waived)

Valid form of ID (required for minors & adults):
Driver's License
State ID
Certified Birth Certificate
Passport
Tribal ID (expired or non-expired)

Waagax 
Hakiruxaraxara 
Hosto

Red Cloud; Autobiography 
of (War Leader of the Oglala) 
edited by R. Eli Paul.  The 
core of the book repeats 21 
stories told by Red Cloud to 
his white friend Deon.  Eli 
Paul expends considerable 
length explaining the origin 
of the Red Cloud manuscript, 
its loss and re-discovery.  But 
it is the 21 stories which 
gives life to the events in Red 
Cloud’s life during the early 
to late 1800’s on the western 

plains.  Scalpings, horse 
stealing, and taking the lives 
of rival tribes, Crow, Pawnee, 
Shoshones, make up large parts 
of the of Red Cloud’s stories.  
Importantly, the stories also 
give a view of life in the village 
and interaction with other tribal 
leaders.  A quote from Red 
Cloud, “I was born a Lakota 
and I have lived as a Lakota 
and I shall die a Lakota.”  He 
died 1909 on Pine Ridge.

The Hoocąk Waagax 

Hakiruxaraxara Hosto now 
has a Librarian Assistant. 
The library is serving all our 
communities with new weekly 
library hours: Monday – 
Thursday, 10:00am – 7:00pm, 
except for holidays. Hours may 
change due to activities that 
may occur. For appointments 
or library hours, call (715) 284-
0905.

Please stop by and check 
out interesting books from our 
collection.
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For more Information
Contact a HCN Registered

Dietitian/ Nutritionist:

BRF, Tomah, Wittenberg areas:
(888) 685-4422, ext. 35335

BRF, La Crosse areas:
(888) 685-4422, ext. 35340

Dells, Nekoosa, Madison areas:
(888) 552-7889, ext. 35554

HCN HEALTH & WELLNESS DIV.
http://health.ho-chunk.com/

1. Heat the oil in a large saucepan over
medium heat. Add the green onions,
lower the heat to medium-low, and
cook until they soften. Add the flour
and stir and let cook for a minute
more, then add the stock, stirring
constantly. 
2. Bring to a boil. Add the nettles and
lower the heat to simmer, covered,
until the greens are wilted, about 2-4
minutes. 
3. Working in batches, puree about
half of the soup, leaving some of the
leaves whole. Return the puree to the
pot and stir in the half-and-half. 
4. Heat the soup over low heat.

Steps :

2 Tbsp olive oil
3 large green onions, coarsely
chopped, including the tops
2 Tbsp flour 
3 cups vegetable stock 
12 to 16 ounces fresh wood
nettles 
½ cup plus 2 Tbsp half and half
(optional)
salt & pepper, to taste

MĄĄ HINĄ’Ų WIIRA June
HARVEST OFHARVEST OF

THE MONTHTHE MONTH

Ingredients :  

Recipe adapted from:
http://www.harmonyvalleyfarm.com/NLTR/MAD/csamad200509.pdf

Wood Nettle Soup

For more info:
(1)https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9253158/#:~:text=Ai
ds%20in%20skin%20and%20bone,magnesium%2C%20potassium

%2C%20and%20zinc.
(2) https://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/pub/em-9373-wild-

edibles-stinging-
nettle#:~:text=They%20can%20be%20used%20medicinally,and%2
0as%20a%20food%20source.&text=Mature%20fibrous%20stems%

20have%20been,rope%2C%20cloth%20and%20fishing%20net.

Indigenous people have used
nettles for medicine, food,
cordage and ceremonial
purposes for centuries. 

They are a source of calcium,
vitamin K, manganese and fiber. 

Nettles have antioxidant
properties, which can help with
inflammation. 

Both wood nettles and stinging
nettles, which can be found
locally, are able to be used.

Nettles can be used in a variety
of recipes, including soups, teas,
and even pesto. Once cooked
they become safe and tasty to eat.
They have a mild spinach-like
flavor and can be used as a
substitute for spinach in many
dishes.

About Nettles

Safety and Handling:
The tiny hairs on the nettle plant can cause a
painful and stinging sensation if it makes contact
with the skin. 
For safety when harvesting wear long sleeves, long
pants and rubber gloves to protect your self from
the sharp stinging hairs that are on the plant.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
This material was funded by USDA’s

supplemental nutrition assistance program-
SNAP.

Memorial Day Powwow 2025
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SUMMER 2025 
BLOCK PARTIES

HO-CHUNK NATION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH

 HEALTH RESOURCES, FUN ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES, 
DOOR PRIZES,  AND FREE FOOD! 

 1PM-5:30PM

CREATED 2.27.2025 RM

June 18th
Tomah Youth Center Gym

430 Julie St, Tomah 

Free event for tribal members and employees of the Ho-Chunk Nation.
This is a drug and alcohol free event

More info: Melissa.Govek@ho-chunk.com 715.284.9851 x35052

Kids corner

crafts

activities

face painting

WI Women’s Health Foundation
Great Rivers 211
Vivent Health 

ADRC of Monroe County
Second Harvest Food Bank

Great Lakes Inter Tribal Council
and many more!

Kristin White Eagle Sworn 
in as Vice President of the 
Ho Chunk Nation

Waagax Hakiruxara Hosto 
Grows Amid Federal 
Funding Challenges

Kaili Berg
The Ho-Chunk Nation Legislature has 

appointed Kristin White Eagle as the 
Nation’s new Vice President, effective May 
27, 2025. 

A seasoned leader with years of legislative 
and community service, White Eagle brings a 
strong record of advocacy, sovereignty work, 
and cultural leadership to the role.

White Eagle, who represents District 2 in 
the Legislature, has served multiple terms 
and also sits on the Sauk County Board of 
Supervisors.

She was instrumental in establishing 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day in Sauk County 
and has helped lead cultural celebrations and 
intergovernmental partnerships through her 
role in the “ONE SAUK, NATURALLY” 
initiative.

In her time as a legislator, she has 
championed the Ho-Chunk Nation’s rights 
to self-governance, supporting cannabis 
decriminalization, advancing environmental 
protections through a Rights of Nature 
Charter, and promoting wellness initiatives 
like healing-to-wellness courts.

Kaili Berg
The Waagax Hakiruxara Hosto Library 

opened in September 2024 to serve as a space 
rooted in Indigenous knowledge, culture, and 
access to often-censored books. 

Now, the library is navigating federal 
changes that could impact the funding it relies 
on.

Located at the District 1 Community Center 
in Black River Falls, the library uses a unique 
classification system that reflects community 
values. 

Books are organized by themes like Ho-
Chunk history, Indigenous authors, MMIWP, 
military service, and traditional foods. A red 
handprint sticker marks MMIWP titles, the 
Nation’s seal indicates Ho-Chunk-specific 
works, and Indian corn highlights books on 
Indigenous foods.

“We’re trying to build something that lasts,” 
said Lucas Quackenbush, the library’s first 
assistant. “It’s really cool seeing people find 
books that reflect their identity and stories. 
That means a lot.”

The library was created in response to 
calls from Ho-Chunk elders for a space that 
removed barriers and honored Indigenous 
perspectives.

“We didn’t want barriers,” said lead 
librarian Leslie Falcon. “We wanted people, 
especially kids and elders, to come in and find 
what they needed.”

Unlike most public libraries, Waagax 
Hakiruxara Hosto does not use the Dewey 
Decimal or Library of Congress systems. Its 
collections are built around topics relevant to 
the community, including a growing section of 
banned and challenged books.

Lucas Quackenbush (Left) Leslie Falcon (Middle) Cedar Woodward (Right)

Continued on Page 12
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Anita Louise WhiteEagle Winneshiek
December 31, 1938 - May 30, 2025

Martin James Yellowbank
November 23, 1944 – June 2, 2025

Anita Louise WhiteEagle 
Winneshiek, age 86, passed away 
at the family homestead in Black 
River Falls, WI, on May 30, 2025, 
surrounded by her family. She was 
born December 31, 1938, to Fredrick 
WhiteEagle and Annie Winnie 
Winneshiek in Wittenberg, WI. 

After High School she worked 
multiple jobs. She was a social 
worker assistant and helped in 
multiple areas. Her family would 
describe her as a jack of all trades. 
Anita also worked at the American 
Indian Center in Chicago. In her 

spare time she enjoyed playing 
Bingo at the Casino.

Anita was so proud of her children, 
grandchildren, and great grandkids. 
She was overjoyed every time a new 
addition came into our lives. She 
welcomed everyone into her life and 
home with unconditional love.

Anita is survived by her children, 
Ernest (Diana), Albert, Lucinda 
(Angie, Jacqueline, Chelsea), Anita 
(Lena, Elizabeth, Jesse, and Austin), 
David (Malya, Dawson, Kaylee, 
Taliana, Kunu, Jayden, Alayna, 
Amira), Theodore (Katalea, Tobyn); 

22 great grandchildren; and 3 great 
great grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death by her 
mom, Annie Winneshiek; father, 
Fredrick WhiteEagle; and sons, 
Warren Austin Naquayouma and 
Anthony John Naquayouma

Funeral services for Anita will 
be on June 1, 2025 at the family 
homestead (N7603 Kingswan Rd. 
Black River Falls, WI 54615) at 
12:00 p.m. Friends and family are 
invited to visitation from 10:00 a.m. 
until time of services. A burial will 
follow at the Decorah Cemetery.

Martin James Yellowbank, 
Nųųx Mąąnį– Walks on Ice, proud 
member of the Ho-Chunk Nation, 
born on November 23, 1944, in 
Black River Falls, Wisconsin. He 
was born to Isaac Yellowbank 
and Alice Carley and was the last 
surviving sibling in a large, deeply 
rooted family.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his brothers 
Robert and James Yellowbank; 
and his sisters Lois Carley, Frieda 
O’Brien Decorah, Charlotte 

Walker, Mildred Walker, Jeanette 
Yellowbank, Fern Yellowbank, 
Jeannie Yellowbank, and Judy 
Yellowbank.

Martin walked a long, winding 
road filled with challenges, 
healing, laughter, and service. With 
deep pride, he celebrated 43 years 
of sobriety—an achievement that 
became a cornerstone of his life. 
His journey led him to work as an 
AODA counselor and cook at the 
St. Augustine Center in Chicago, 
where he helped others find their 
own path to recovery. His guidance 
didn’t end there—he continued 
counseling and supporting others 
well into his later years.

He made his home in many 
places over the years—Wyeville, 
WI; Chicago, IL; Baraboo, WI; 
and Tomah, WI—each community 
touched by his presence and his 
unwavering spirit.

Martin had a heart as big as his 
voice. He loved music, karaoke, 
and singing. He wrote poetry with 
soul and expressed himself through 

art. He could light up a room—
especially if that room had women 
in it. Martin was a lifelong flirt, 
charming everyone from nursing 
staff to bingo buddies with that 
unmistakable sparkle in his eye.

He found joy in simple 
pleasures—bingo, casino trips, 
good conversations, and making 
people laugh. He often told 
parents, with a knowing grin and 
the biggest smile that “kids aren’t 
naughty — they’re just playful.” 
That blend of compassion, wit, and 
old-school charm made him truly 
one of a kind.

He spent his final days under 
the compassionate care of the 
Tomah Nursing and Rehab and St. 
Croix Hospice staff, for whom he 
had nothing but kind words and 
heartfelt gratitude. Their respect 
and kindness did not go unnoticed 
by him—or unappreciated by his 
family.

Martin is survived by numerous 
nieces and nephews, extending 
all the way to his great-great-

grandnephew—a legacy of love, 
stories, and strength that continues 
through generations.

Martin James Yellowbank lived a 
life of resilience, joy, mischief, and 
meaning. His humor, wisdom, and 
presence will be deeply missed and 
warmly remembered by all who 
had the honor of knowing him.

Funeral Services will be held 
on Thursday, June 5, 2025 at 
12:00 p.m. (NOON) at the Blue 
Wing Community Center in 
Tomah. Visitation will be from 
10:00 a.m. until Noon. Burial 
will follow in the Mission Church 
Cemetery in Black River Falls. 
A traditional meal will be held 
on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at 
Blue Wing Community Center. 
The Torkelson Funeral Home of 
Tomah is assisting the family with 
arrangements. Online condolences 
may be offered at www.
torkelsonfuneralhome.com.
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Stuart “Stewie” Ashley Taylor III
Passed on June 4, 2025

Anthony Yazzie
June 13, 1944 – May 31, 2025

Stuart “Stewie” Ashley Taylor 
III, age 25, of Black River Falls, 
WI, died at the Gundersen Lutheran 
Medical Center in La Crosse, WI, on 
June 4, 2025.

Stuart was born and raised in 
Black River Falls and graduated 
from High School in 2018. After 
high school, he worked at Cenex, 
DoorDash, and Subway. He liked 
gaming, skateboarding, disc golf, 
shooting pool, and watching his 
team, the Milwaukee Bucks. His 
family and friends will remember 
him for always being a jokester, 
needing a little gas money to ‘ride 
around’, and being a protective 
brother. 

He is preceded in death by his 
grandparents, James and Vicky 
Campbell.

Stuart is survived by his parents, 
Robyn (Murton) Greengrass 
and Stuart Taylor Jr.; sister, 
Mia Rodriguez; brother, Andres 
Rodriguez; and step brothers, 
Newlyn George, Justin Lyle and 

Kenai Carl; along with many aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and friends.

A visitation for Stuart will be held 
Friday, June 6, 2025, at the Buswell 
Funeral Home from 4:00 p.m. until 
6:00 p.m. 

The Buswell Funeral Home 
is assisting the family with 
arrangements, 715-284-2231.

Anthony Yazzie, 80, passed 
away on Saturday, May 31st at the 
Meadowbrook Care Facility in Black 
River Falls, WI. 

He was born in on June 13th, 1944 
to Benedict and Maggie (Woodman) 
Yazzie in Arizona, where he grew 
up with his four siblings; James, 
Betty, Mariella, and Grace. Anthony 
attended and graduated from the 
Inner Mountain Indian School in 
Pheonix, AZ before proudly serving 
in the U.S. Army. 

Following his military service, 
Anthony relocated to Chicago, 
where he trained as a welder and 
began an apprenticeship as an 
ironworker. This would become his 

lifelong profession. Over a dedicated 
45-year career, he built a legacy 
of skill, strength, and commitment 
before retiring.

In 1972, Anthony married the love 
of his life, Mary Ann Funmaker. 
Together, they were blessed with 
one son, Aaron. Anthony remained 
devoted to his faith throughout his 
life while dealing with any obstacles 
while raising his family. Raised in 
the Native American Church, he 
continued to practice and support 
its teachings, especially after 
moving to Merrillan, WI, where he 
became deeply involved in the local 
congregation.

Anthony was preceded in death 

by his beloved wife, Mary Ann 
(Funmaker) Yazzie; his parents, 
Benedict and Maggie Yazzie; and his 
siblings—James Yazzie, Betty Kee, 
Mariella Charlie, and Grace Yazzie.

He is survived by his son, 
Aaron Yazzie, and his cherished 
grandchildren: Leighlaih, Nehemiah, 
and Melody Yazzie.

A visitation will be held on 
Monday, June 2, from 4:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. at the District One 
Community Building. Funeral 
services will take place at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, June 3, followed 
by interment at Decorah Prairie 
Cemetery in Galesville.

 
 

Public Notice  
PUBLIC HEARING FOR CHILD CARE DEVELOPMENT FUND (CCDF) FEDERAL 
BLOCK GRANT FUNDING THE CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CCAP)  

FOR THE PERIOD 10/01/26 - 09/30/28 

 
Date:  June 19th 2025 

Time:  10:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
Place:  Virtual 

 
Join from the meeting link 

https://ho-chunk.webex.com/ho-chunk/j.php?MTID=ma311531ae74306485630882088f172b6  

Join by meeting number 
Meeting number (access code): 2496 647 0712

Meeting password: paCM7kszx46

 
The Public Hearing is to inform the public of the upcoming Ho-
Chunk Nation Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) changes 
relating to the services that will be provided with the CCDF 
(Child Care & Development Fund). This CCDF Grant is designed to 
assist Ho-Chunk families with childcare costs for their tribally 
enrolled or enrollable children residing in the following counties:  
Adams, Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Eau Claire, Jackson, 
Juneau, La Crosse, Marathon, Monroe, Sauk, Shawano, Vernon, 
and Wood.  
 
 
If you would like to review the FY26-FY28 grant plan draft, you can request it from 
childcare@ho-chunk.com or call 715-284-7868.  This is with the understanding that 
you will not receive the plan draft prior to June 16, 2025. 

 
  

District 4 Area Meeting Notice  

 
 

IN PERSON / VIRTUAL MEETING CHICAGO AREA MEETING 
Chicago Branch Office  

4738 N. Milwaukee Ave. Chicago, IL 60630 
Monday July 14 , 2025 

6:00pm CST 
 

VIRTUAL  CALIFORNIA WEBEX MEETING 
Available via WebEx 

Wednesday July 16, 2025 
6:00pm PST 

 
 
 
 
 

 
6/9/2025 - Updated ( “Ho-Chunk Nation Legislative Branch” on Facebook and email 

updates.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For WebEx information please contact: 
jennifer.adams@ho-chunk.com x11284 
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In addition to books, the library hosts 
cultural programming and creative 
workshops. With support from the 
Bureau of Indian Education’s Good 
Life Grant, Falcon runs Indigenous 
book and art clubs for Ho-Chunk 
youth. Students receive books and 
supplies by mail and meet over Zoom.

The library’s space also offers hands-
on classes in jingle dress sewing, 
ribbon skirt design, and wool coat-
making.

“The community response has been 
amazing,” Falcon said. “People have 
been bringing in donations, books, 
even furniture. But we still need 
reliable funding. We’ve made huge 
progress so far and we don’t want to 
lose that.”

That progress is now at risk. In 
March, President Donald Trump signed 
an executive order directing federal 
agencies to scale back operations, 

including the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services (IMLS), which 
provided key startup funds to the 
library. 

Waagax Hakiruxara Hosto received 
a $10,000 basic grant and a $140,000 
enhancement grant in fiscal year 2024, 
which supported early infrastructure, 
book collections, and staffing.

“It’s kind of a wait-and-see thing 
going on,” said Barbara Blackdeer-
Mackenzie, who has helped guide 
the library’s development. “But 
that doesn’t stop our programming. 
We’re still hiring staff, buying books, 
improving the space, but we’re doing 
it with the hope that the reimbursement 
will still come. And now, we’re not 
sure it will.”

Quackenbush’s position is one of 
several directly funded by the grant. 
Without that funding, Falcon said, “We 
wouldn’t have been able to hire our 
assistant. And I need help. This is a 

library that would normally have four 
or five people working in it. I’m doing 
four different jobs in one.”

The executive order has raised 
concerns for tribal museums, archives, 
and libraries across the country that 
rely on IMLS funding for basic 
operations and long-term planning.

In response, the library’s nonprofit 
board, led by elder Janice Rice, began 
advocating for the preservation of 
IMLS. 

Rice has sent letters to Senators 
Tammy Baldwin and Ron Johnson, and 
Representative Mark Pocan, urging 
them to protect the agency. The board 
is also seeking new partnerships and 
alternative funding sources.

“Most of what we put into our 
enhancement grant was about long-
term growth,” Blackdeer said. 
“Digitization, connecting with other 
libraries, content creation. If we lose 
IMLS, those efforts slow down, stall, 

or stop.”
The potential loss also affects Tribal 

Libraries, Archives, and Museums 
(TLAM) students from UW–Madison 
who’ve contributed to the library’s 
development.

“This library feels really 
welcoming,” said Cedar Woodward, 
a TLAM student who’s helped with 
cataloging and support. “Tribal 
libraries like this matter because they 
offer access to knowledge and culture 
in a space where people feel seen. Not 
every public library does that.”

Despite the uncertainty, the work at 
Waagax Hakiruxara Hosto continues. 
New books still arrive, cultural events 
are still held, and community members 
still come through the doors.

“Sometimes people just come in to 
sit,” Falcon said. “They’ve had a bad 
day. They just want to be in a place that 
feels like home. That’s what this library 
is, it’s home.”

Continued from Page 5
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HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

REGULAR MEETING
BELOIT, WI
MAY 20, 2025

Call to Order: President Jon 
Greendeer called the meeting 
to order at 10:00 a.m.

Roll Call:
President Jon Greendeer-P
Vice President Danielle DeLong-P
Rep. Jessika Greendeer-P
Rep. Rodney Rave-P
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-P
Rep. Damian Thundercloud-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC, P 
10:10 a.m.
Rep. Lambert Cleveland, Jr.-P
Rep. Shelby Visintin-P
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle-P
Rep. Robert Pilot-P
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Brianna Tahdooahnippah-VC 
11:32 a.m.

VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 10:00 
a.m.

Opening Prayer: Rep. Paul 
Fox offered a word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda: 
MOTION by Rep. Paul 
Fox to approve the agenda 
with STRIKING under New 
Business D. ISCorp Outsource 
Agreement, E. Merydyan 
Technologies Outsource 
Agreement. Second by Vice 
President Danielle DeLong. 12-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

Approval of Previous Meeting 
Minutes:

Legislative Meeting-May 6, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the May 
6, 2025 Legislative Meeting 
minutes with corrections. 
Second by Rep. Shelby Visintin. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Commission Reports: 

Finance Commission-May 7, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. to approve 
the May 7, 2025 Finance 
Commission meeting minutes 
with corrections. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Approval of True 
Increase to Resolution 06-18-24 
Adoption of Ho-Chunk Nation 
Executive Branch Budget Bill 
for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 for 
the Office of the President for 
Wages 

MOTION by Vice President 
Danielle DeLong to adopt 
Resolution 05-20-25 A, 
Approval of True Increase to 
Resolution 06-18-24 Adoption 
of Ho-Chunk Nation Executive 
Branch Budget Bill for Fiscal 
Year 2024-2025 for the Office of 
the President for Wages. Second 
by Rep. Robert Pilot. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization 
of Amendment to 
the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the 
Ho-Chunk Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency for the 2025 Heating 
Assistance Program

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 B, Authorization 
of Amendment to the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Ho-Chunk Housing 
and Community Development 
Agency for the 2025 Heating 
Assistance Program. Second by 
Vice President Danielle DeLong. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Establishment of 
Department of Social Services 
Division of Domestic Abuse 
Restricted Account 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 C, Establishment of 
Department of Social Services 
Division of Domestic Abuse 
Restricted Account. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement Resolution 05-
03-22 A Establishment of 
Department of Agriculture 
Restricted Account 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 05-20-25 D, 
Rescission and Restatement 
Resolution 05-03-22 A 
Establishment of Department of 
Agriculture Restricted Account. 
Second by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Mother Earth’s Young 
Protectors Funding Request

Rep. Phyllis Smoke stated 
that Larry Littlegeorge has 
withdrawn his involvement 
from this group.
There are revisions to the budget. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to TABLE Mother’s 
Earth Young Protectors Funding 
Request. Second by Rep. 
Robert Pilot. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Government Administration 
Commission-May 8, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the May 8, 2025 
Government Administration 
Commission meeting minutes 
with corrections. Second by 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Approval for 
the Department of Natural 

Resources to Apply for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Tribal 
Wildlife Grant Program

Rep. Kristin White Eagle is 
present in person at 10:10 a.m. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 E, Approval for 
the Department of Natural 
Resources to Apply for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Tribal 
Wildlife Grant Program. Second 
by Vice President Danielle 
DeLong. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Special Finance Commission-
May 15, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. to approve the 
May 15, 2025 Special Finance 
Commission meeting minutes 
with corrections. Second by 
Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 11-
0-1(Rep. Paul Fox) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Funding of the 
Green Bay Branch Office 
Restricted Account from 
Capital Projects Tax Code Fund 
and Utilization of Account for 
HVAC System 

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. to adopt 
Resolution 05-20-25 F, Funding 
of the Green Bay Branch Office 
Restricted Account from Capital 
Projects Tax Code Fund and 
Utilization of Account for 
HVAC System. Second by Rep. 
Continued on Page 14

 

 

Ho-Chunk Nation 

Oath of Office Ceremony 

 

Wednesday, July 2, 2025 - 10:00 am 

Lower Dells Ballroom 

Ho-Chunk Gaming – Wisconsin Dells 
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Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Funding of the 
Department of Administration 
District 1 Community Center 
Metal Garage and ADA 
Automatic Door Openers from 
the District 1 Community 
Improvement Capital Project

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 G, Funding of the 
Department of Administration 
District 1 Community Center 
Metal Garage and ADA 
Automatic Door Openers from 
the District 1 Community 
Improvement Capital Project. 
Second by Rep. Robert Pilot. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

Unfinished Business: 

Red Cloud Park-Standing 
Agenda Item

Attorney General William 
Gardner stated there is no new 
update at this time.

Resolution-Authorization 
of Funding from the Local 
Assistance and Tribal 
Consistency Fund Restricted 
Account to Hire Law Student 
for Summer Internship 

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to adopt 
Resolution 05-20-25 H, 
Authorization of Funding from 
the Local Assistance and Tribal 
Consistency Fund Restricted 
Account to Hire Law Student for 
Summer Internship. Second by 
Vice President Danielle DeLong. 
MOTION IS AMENDED to 
include the dollar amount of 
$6,000. Second concurs. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

New Business:

Resolution-Authorization for 
the Department of Heritage 
Preservation to Apply for the 
WiLS Ideas to Action Fund 
Grant

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 I, Authorization for 
the Department of Heritage 
Preservation to Apply for the 
WiLS Ideas to Action Fund 
Grant. Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Resolution-Authorization 
for the Department of 
Administration to Apply for the 
2025 Tribal Solar Accelerator 
Fund Facility and Residential 
Project Grant

MOTION by Rep. Jessika 
Greendeer to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 J, Authorization for the 
Department of Administration 
to Apply for the 2025 Tribal 
Solar Accelerator Fund Facility 
and Residential Project Grant. 
Second by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

R e s o l u t i o n - G r a n t i n g 
a Temporary Limited 
Construction Easement to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
for Road Construction on the 
Tribal Office Building and 
Food Distribution Lots by the 
Ho-Chunk Transportation 
Authority

MOTION by Rep. Rodney 
Rave to adopt Resolution 05-

20-25 K, Granting a Temporary 
Limited Construction Easement 
to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
for Road Construction on the 
Tribal Office Building and Food 
Distribution Lots by the Ho-
Chunk Transportation Authority. 
Second by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

ISCorp Outsource Agreement-
Struck at approval of agenda

Merydyan Technologies 
Outsource Agreement-Struck 
at approval of agenda

Resolution-Adoption of 
Amendments to the Legislative 
Organization Act (2 HCC § 11)

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 L, Adoption of 
Amendments to the Legislative 
Organization Act (2 HCC § 
11). Second by Rep. Robert 
Pilot. 4-7(Rep. Rodney Rave, 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke, Rep. 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr., Rep. 
Stephanie Begay, Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle, Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud, Rep. 
Jessika Greendeer)-1(Rep. 
Shelby Visintin) MOTION 
DEFEATED.

NOTED FOR THE RECORD: 
Rep. Kristin White Eagle 
mentioned that there was no 
opposition from the Legislature 
during comment review; Rep. 
Kristin White Eagle is unsure 
why Legislature didn’t bring its 
concern forward at that time.  

Resolution-Adoption of 
Amendments to the Per Capita 
Distribution Ordinance (2 
HCC § 12)

Attorney General William 
Gardner stated that he has 
reviewed the document, and he 
will forward a memorandum of 
his review to the Legislature. 
Executive Director of Education 
Ryan Crain expressed his 
concern of potential loopholes, 
and he would like this to be 
reviewed further in detail. 
NOTED FOR THE RECORD: 
Rep. Shelby Visintin said that 
there is not enough definition 
with parameters around this 
change. In order to be in favor of 
this, that is what she would like 
to see. If the education criteria 
are going to be lessened around 
homeschooling, she would 
like to see staggering out of the 
payments of the trust fund. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to TABLE Resolution-
Adoption of Amendments to 
the Per Capita Distribution 
Ordinance (2 HCC § 12). 
Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 12-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED.

Resolution-Selection of Vice 
President for the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Legislature

Vice President Danielle DeLong 
stated that she resigned, effective 
May 27, 2025. 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to nominate Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud for Vice President. 
Second by Rep. Robert Pilot. 

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. to nominate Rep. 
Rodney Rave for Vice President. 
Second by Rep. Jessika 
Greendeer. 

MOTION by Rep. Kristin White 

Eagle to nominate Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke for Vice President. Rep. 
Phyllis Smoke declined the 
nomination. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to nominate Rep. Robert 
Pilot for Vice President. Rep. 
Robert Pilot declined the 
nomination. 

MOTION by Rep. Jessika 
Greendeer to close nominations. 
Second by Rep. Paul Fox. 11-
1(Rep. Kristin White Eagle)-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

NOTED FOR THE RECORD: 
Rep. Kristin White Eagle would 
like the next Vice President 
to be a Legislator whose term 
is ending July 2, 2025. Rep. 
Stephanie Begay agrees, and 
asked if either Rep. Rave or 
Rep. Thundercloud would agree 
to resign July 2, 2025 so the 
incoming Legislators have an 
input on selection of the Vice 
President. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to TABLE Resolution-
Selection of Vice President 
for the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Legislature for a Special 
Legislative Meeting on May 27, 
2025. Second by Rep. Jessika 
Greendeer. 7-4(Vice President 
Danielle DeLong, Rep. Paul 
Fox, Rep. Robert Pilot, Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud)-1(Rep. 
Rodney Rave) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 12-
17-24 U, Ho-Chunk Signature 
Authority

MOTION by Vice President 
Danielle DeLong to STRIKE 
Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 12-
17-24 U, Ho-Chunk Signature 
Authority. Second by Rep. 
Shelby Visintin. 10-2(Rep. 
Kristin White Eagle, Rep. 
Stephanie Begay)-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization 
to Apply for Coalition 
Membership in the WI Balance 
of State Continuum of Care

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
adopt Resolution 05-20-25 
M, Authorization to Apply for 
Coalition Membership in the WI 
Balance of State Continuum of 
Care. Second by Rep. Shelby 
Visintin. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Baraboo JOM Request

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the emergency 
request for the Baraboo/
Wisconsin Dells JOM end of the 
year event request in the amount 
of $1,000 payable to Ni’vy 
Funmaker, with reconciliation, 
with funds from D2 Community 
Improvement fund. Second by 
Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 11-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED. Vice 
President Danielle DeLong out 
of the room. 

Resolution-Authorization for 
Paid Administrative Leave for 
HCG-Tomah and Whitetail 
Crossing Tomah Sewer Back 
Up

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 05-
20-25 N, Authorization for Paid 
Administrative Leave for HCG-
Tomah and Whitetail Crossing 

Tomah Sewer Back Up. Second 
by Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 
11-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 
Vice President Danielle DeLong 
out of the room. 

Impact Statement on Federal 
Programs (Grant Funded 
Programs and Employees)-
Standing Agenda Item

Rep. Phyllis Smoke mentioned 
that this agenda item is for the 
Executive Branch to supply a 
listing of all employees that are 
funded under grants. This is a 
standing agenda item. President 
Greendeer said that this can 
be provided, however, some 
grants have been terminated or 
reactivated. 
 
District Meetings:

D1 Nįįoxawanį – May 14, 2025

MOTION by Vice President 
Danielle DeLong to refer to 
Department of Justice for a 
background check, and for 
Legislative Legal to draft a 
resolution, the MOTION by 
Henrietta Funmaker to nominate 
Ritchie Brown as the BRF 
Law Enforcement Commission 
alternate position. Second by 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

D1 Mąąnįco Horuzra – May 
15, 2025

MOTION by Vice President 
Danielle DeLong to refer to 
the Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Rosetta Hunt to 
have the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Legislature fund the request 
for the CAIM (The Council 
of Indian Ministry) in the 
amount of $30,000 from the 
appropriate line items. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Vice President 
Danielle DeLong to refer to the 
Department of Administration 
the MOTION by Rosetta Hunt 
to have the St. Paul Branch 
Office maintenance position 
LTE and the community 
outreach position fast tracked 
through the process to fill the 
positions as soon as possible. 
Second by Rep. Rodney Rave. 
12-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

D2 Hįnųkwas– May 12, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to the 
Finance Commission the 
MOTION by Tracy Littlejohn 
for HCN Legislature to allocate 
funds for school supplies for each 
area by July 14, 2025. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED. 

NOTED FOR THE RECORD: 
President Greendeer said that 
the Executive Branch will note 
this school supply request, and 
coordinate with Department of 
Education.

MOTION by Rep. Damian 
Thundercloud to refer to 
Legislative Legal, Department 
of Justice and the IRB the 
MOTION by Tracy Littlejohn 
for HCN Legislature look at 
restricting the scope of authority 
Institutional Review Board to 
external groups only. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

D2 Ho’ųnį Xųnųnįk – May 13, 
2025

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to the Department 
of Administration to provide 
a three-bid for the stove and 
freezer, and to the Finance 
Commission the MOTION by 
Alicia Blackhawk to replace 
the stove at the Youth Center 
and community freezer. Second 
by Rep. Kristin White Eagle. 
MOTION IS AMENDED to 
include Food Distribution and 
Office of the President. Second 
concurs. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

D3 Pac cinąk – May 12, 2025

No motions. 

D3 Tee hoikšek – May 13, 2025

No motions.

D3 Tešišik – May 7, 2025

No quorum – no meeting. 

D3 Tejop – May 14, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
TABLE D3 Tejop meeting 
minutes. Second by Rep. 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

D3 Cexhaci – May 15, 2025

No motions.

D2 Hoxaįkeja/Hoguceja/
Nįžhakisųc – May 14, 2025

MOTION by Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle to refer to the Finance 
Commission the MOTION by 
Weeta Montelongo to approve 
funding request in the amount 
of $14,450 with the remaining 
amount to be fundraised. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 11-
0-1(Rep. Jessika Greendeer) 
MOTION CARRIED.

Funds being requested for All-
Stars basketball event.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Barb Funmaker 
to approve $1,000 for the JOM 
end of the year event on an 
emergency basis. 

MOTION by Rep. Kristin White 
Eagle to refer to the Cannabis 
Workgroup the MOTION by 
Christine Funmaker-Romano to 
grow marijuana on current tribal 
lands in Illinois, to distribute, 
sell and research the possibility 
for a dispensary. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Rep. Brianna Tahdooahnippah 
is online at 11:32 a.m. 

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to refer to HHCDA 
and their board of commissioners 
the MOTION by Christine 
Funmaker-Romano for Indian 
Heights Community Building 
to be brought up to code and 
upgraded equal to WaksikMa. 
Items to be included are 
installing Wi-Fi, replacing stove 
from electric to gas, industrial 
refrigerator and freezer, new 
tables and soft chairs. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.  

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to refer to 
Legislature for budget 
consideration the MOTION by 
Christine Funmaker-Romano 
for $100 area meeting food plus 

Continued from Page 13
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10710 W. Scharles Ave., Hales Corners, WI 53130 
414.604.2044  |  info@faccwi.org  |  faccwi.org

At First American Capital Corporation (FACC), we believe in the power of Indigenous-
owned businesses to drive economic growth, create jobs, and build wealth in 
Wisconsin’s Indian Country. As a mission-focused lender, we provide access to capital 
through business loans, expert technical assistance, and advocacy to ensure Native 
entrepreneurs have the resources needed to succeed—on and off the reservation.

Our goal? To be a stepping stone—helping our borrowers strengthen their financial 
position so they can graduate to mainstream banking. When one business thrives, it 
lifts an entire community.

Let’s build the future together. Partner with FACC and grow your business today.

Inquire today at faccwi.org.

Certified 
Native CDFI

Intermediary 
Lender

Key Strategic 
Partner

Empowering 
Indigenous 
Entrepreneurs. 
Strengthening 
Wisconsin’s 
Indian Country.

HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

SPECIAL MEETING
EXECUTIVE OFFICES

BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
MAY 27, 2025

Call to Order: President Jon 
Greendeer called the meeting 
to order at 9:00 a.m.

Roll Call:
President Jon Greendeer-P
Vacant
Rep. Jessika Greendeer-VC
Rep. Rodney Rave-P
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-P
Rep. Damian Thundercloud-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-VC 9:05 am
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC, P 
9:05 am
Rep. Lambert Cleveland, Jr.-VC
Rep. Shelby Visintin-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle-EX
Rep. Robert Pilot-VC 9:06 am
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Brianna Tahdooahnippah-P

VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 9:02 
a.m.

Opening Prayer: Rep. Paul Fox 
offered a word of prayer.

Approval of Agenda: 
MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
approve the agenda as presented. 
Second by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 
9-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

New Business:

Resolution-Selection of Vice 
President for the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Legislature

Nominations are open for Vice 
President. 

Rep. Phyllis Smoke nominates 
Rep. Kristin White Eagle for 
Vice President.

Rep. Paul Fox nominates Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud for Vice 
President. 

Rep. Brianna Tahdooahnippah 
nominates Rep. Shelby Visintin 
for Vice President. Rep. Shelby 
Visintin declined the nomination. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to close nominations 
(with nominations of Rep. 
Kristin White Eagle and Rep. 
Damian Thundercloud). Second 
by Rep. Rodney Rave. 9-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Rep. Stephanie Begay is online 
at 9:05 a.m. Rep. Robert Pilot is 
online at 9:06 a.m.

Roll Call Vote: 

Rep. Kristin White Eagle-5 votes

Rep. Damian Thundercloud-4 
votes

2 abstentions

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
05-27-25 A, Selection of Vice 
President for Ho-Chunk Nation 
Legislature. Second by Rep. 
Shelby Visintin. 10-0-1(Rep. 
Kristin White Eagle) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 12-
17-24 U, Ho-Chunk Signature 
Authority

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
05-27-25 B, Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 12-
17-24 U, Ho-Chunk Signature 
Authority. Second by Rep. 
Brianna Tahdooahnippah. 11-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED.

Executive Session (Business 
Matters, Criminal Matters, 
Inter-governmental Relations, 
Land, Law Enforcement, 
Legal Advice, Personnel 
Matters, Public Safety or Well-
Being:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to move to Executive Session 
for Business Matters, Criminal 
Matters, Inter-governmental 
Relations, Land, Law 
Enforcement, Legal Advice, 
Personnel Matters, Public 
Safety or Well-Being. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting moved to Executive 
Session at 9:32 a.m. 

Rep. Stephanie Begay is excused 
for the remainder of the meeting 
to attend the NAIHC Conference 
at 9:54 a.m.

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
return to Open Session. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 10-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

The meeting returned to Open 
Session at 9:56 a.m. 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to ratify all action taken in 
Executive Session. Second by 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 10-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Adjournment: 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
adjourn the Special Legislative 
Meeting. Second by Vice 
President Kristin White Eagle. 
10-0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

The Special Legislative Meeting 
adjourned at 9:57 a.m.

$250 for drawings. Second by 
Rep. Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Cindy Tack for the 
Ho-Chunk Nation Legislature 
to research and tour the Aanji-
Bimaadiziwin Healing Center. 

Executive Session (Business 
Matters, Criminal Matters, 
Inter-governmental Relations, 
Land, Law Enforcement, 

Legal Advice, Personnel 
Matters, Public Safety or 
Well-Being:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to move to Executive Session 
for Business Matters, Criminal 
Matters, Inter-governmental 
Relations, Land, Law 
Enforcement, Legal Advice, 
Personnel Matters, Public 
Safety or Well-Being. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting moved to Executive 

Session at 11:40 a.m. 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
return to Open Session. Second 
by Rep. Rodney Rave. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

The meeting returned to Open 
Session at 4:57 p.m. 

Due to technical difficulty, the 
WebEx option of the meeting 
did not resume. Rep. Brianna 
Tahdooahnippah and Rep. 
Robert Pilot are excused for the 
remainder of the meeting. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to ratify all action taken 
in Executive Session. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 11-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Release to Open Session: 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
05-20-25 P, Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 04-
04-23 L Appointment of Judges 
Pro Tempore for Ho-Chunk 
Nation Judge/Justice Pool and 

release to Open Session. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 12-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED. Rep. 
Shelby Visintin out of the room. 

Adjournment: 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox to 
adjourn to June 4, 2025 at the 
Tribal Office Building in Black 
River Falls, Wisconsin. Second 
by Rep. Stephanie Begay. 11-0-
0 MOTION CARRIED.

The Legislative Meeting 
adjourned at 4:59 p.m.

Continued from Page 14
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